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them is not known. But if these truths were as-
sociated with man's moral nature, as it now is, so
as to require him to accept the Scriptures and
become obedient to the Christian faith, infidelity
would not only contend that two and two might
make five, but would find some pretext for doubt-
ing, if not denying, scientific truth altogether.
This disbelief and misbelief go together in all who
reject the Scriptures as inspired of God. Athe-
ism, therefore, does not define infidelity; for while
it is true that every atheist is an infidel, it is not
true that every infidel is an atheist. The rejec-
tion of proof, indubitably true to an unbiased
mind, sustaining the Scriptures in all their claims,
is the crime of infidelity against both God and
man; and, with Rousseau, I charge all infidels,
himself included, with ill-design against both, no
less than with inconsistency in rejecting revealed
truth without an attempt to show that the pecu-
liar proofs of it are inadequate, and inferior to the
proof within the sphere of scientific truth which
they accept without cavil.

Our sacred volume asserts for itself the author-
ity of the ever-living God, but does not ask to be
accredited upon mere assertion. For this extra-
ordinary claim it submits appropriate and extra-
ordinary proof, as the case demands; proof in
rich abundance, lying inside, outside, and all
around itself; proof that has stood the test of
sifting ten thousand times, and as often declared
impregnable; proof that is always the same, but
cumulative with the lapse of years; and proof
that has endured the teeth of infidelity for ages